THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL
There is much to be said for community-owned wind power. There are many historic
buildings in Norwich that could provide energy for themselves and their neighbours/
community. Perhaps the words of God's messenger: Pope Francis will inspire?

ENCYCLICAL LETTER LAUDATO SI’ OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS ON CARE FOR OUR
COMMON HOME
“An awareness of the gravity of today’s cultural and ecological crisis must be
translated into new habits.
Many people know that our current progress and the mere amassing of things and pleasures
are not enough to give meaning and joy to the human heart, yet they feel unable to give up
what the market sets before them. In those countries which should be making the greatest
changes in consumer habits, young people have a new ecological sensitivity and a generous
spirit, and some of them are making admirable efforts to protect the environment. At the same
time, they have grown up in a milieu of extreme consumerism and affluence which makes it
difficult to develop other habits. We are faced with an educational challenge.
Environmental education has broadened its goals. Whereas in the beginning it was mainly
centred on scientific information, consciousness-raising and the prevention of environmental
risks, it tends now to include a critique of the “myths” of a modernity grounded in a utilitarian
mindset (individualism, unlimited progress, competition, consumerism, the unregulated market).
It seeks also to restore the various levels of ecological equilibrium, establishing harmony within
ourselves, with others, with nature and other living creatures, and with God. Environmental
education should facilitate making the leap towards the transcendent which gives ecological
ethics its deepest meaning. It needs educators capable of developing an ethics of ecology, and
helping people, through effective pedagogy, to grow in solidarity, responsibility and
compassionate care.
Yet this education, aimed at creating an “ecological citizenship”, is at times limited to providing
information, and fails to instil good habits. The existence of laws and regulations is insufficient
in the long run to curb bad conduct, even when effective means of enforcement are present. If
the laws are to bring about significant, long-lasting effects, the majority of the members of
society must be adequately motivated to accept them, and personally transformed to respond.
Only by cultivating sound virtues will people be able to make a selfless ecological commitment.
A person who could afford to spend and consume more but regularly uses less heating and
wears warmer clothes, shows the kind of convictions and attitudes which help to protect the
environment. There is a nobility in the duty to care for creation through little daily actions, and it
is wonderful how education can bring about real changes in lifestyle. Education in
environmental responsibility can encourage ways of acting which directly and significantly affect
the world around us, such as avoiding the use of plastic and paper, reducing water
consumption, separating refuse, cooking only what can reasonably be consumed, showing care
for other living beings, using public transport or car-pooling, planting trees, turning off
unnecessary lights, or any number of other practices. All of these reflect a generous and worthy
creativity which brings out the best in human beings. Reusing something instead of immediately
discarding it, when done for the right reasons, can be an act of love which expresses our own
dignity.
We must not think that these efforts are not going to change the world. They benefit society,
often unbeknown to us, for they call forth a goodness which, albeit unseen, inevitably tends to
spread. Furthermore, such actions can restore our sense of self-esteem; they can enable us to
live more fully and to feel that life on earth is worthwhile.”

Pope Francis

